IL. The Erical Movement on the Con-
f tinent of Europe.
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| The Genéral Ethical Revolt Against Militarism—Eth-
' ical Societies in Europe and America Compared—The
WMoral Awakening in France After the Dreyfus Crisis
—Establishment in Patis of New “Univessités Popu-
laires”—Cathedrals of Democracy— Address of Paris
Students to the Universities of France,
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It is difficult to give a general impression of the
ethical movement on our continent, because the ethi-
cal societies in the different countries are very much
influenced by the varying national needs a11(l'special
circumstances of‘public life.  One trait may be traced
through the whole movement here: it is the strong re-
sistance to the military spirit and to the military meth-
od of dealing with social questions. It impli-cs a re-
vision of all those moral valuations which issue in the
worship of the destroying hero, and the ¢levation of a
new type of man, adapted in all habits of thought and
action to withstand the feverishness and excitement
of the time. The ethical movement in France, for
instance, as organized in the * Union pour 1'Action
Morale,” is the spiritual concentration of all the oppo-
sition to that hierarchy of the sword which is the
menace of France. Expressing the same aim Profes-
sor Morenos, in Venice, the leader of the * Cercolo
Etico-sociale,” addressing a meeting of mothers in
his workingmen’s school, said that the mothers should
cnltivate in the souls of their children the new world-

’;t"lceming‘ force of mildness. Similarly the German
e 'ciety for Ethical Culture, according to the motives

long to the Roman Catholic Church.
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The most encouraging progress of our ideas is go-

ing on in France.

Like an individual whose view of

life has been deepened by hard experiences, the whole
French nation, having passed through chastening

events, seems to be taking thought upon
ideals of national effort.

higher

Step by step French society

had borne in upon it the new fact that it could no
more trample unrebuked and unavenged upon one
single human life; and out of this sense of baffled
attempt has grown a new insight into the moral order

of the world.

AMore startlingly than any other na-

tion, the French have been conironted with the true
power and significance of moral forces, and the result
is a remarkable resurgence of ethical ideas throughout

the country.

The “ Union pour I'"Action Morale ”

now embraces the choicest spirits of the French * in-

tellectuels,”
time.

and has done excellent work in a short
A branch of the union was formed for pop-

dlar education: under the name, “ Société pour I'Ed-
ucation Gthique-sociale du Peuple;™ and a university
extension movement, penetrated and dominated by
cthical ideas. was inaugurated by Monsieur Deherme,
secretary of the *“ Union pour I’Action Morale.” Ga-

briel Séailles, member of the union, pleaded
ethical coalition of the scattered efforts of the

lectuels.”

for an
“intel-

Tle wrote: “ Tt is not sufficient to build up

a moral home for ourselves, and to look with pride at
its harmony and beauty. Our conscience can not re-
pose if there are a.thousand souls without moral light.
"¢ all are responsible for the dreadful events which,
blow after blow, have overtaken us. What results
can be expected from mere protesting? We must
2o to the very root of the matter if we would prevent
other blunders and crimes. We must go to the peo-
ple. There are no pretenses and obligations which
can release men of mind and right temper from this
imperious duty.”

All these ideas are propagated by a monthly pa-
per entitled La Co-opération des Idées. So great
has been the success attending its efforts that two
large buildings have risen in the poor quarters of the
city called Universités Populaires,” signs of the moral
awakening in the capital, and centers of a new ethical
teaching. The difference between this new popular
university and the Anglo-Saxon university extension
center is that in the latter intellectual instruction, the
teaching of science, is the main matter ; while in Paris
the ethical influence penetrates the entire work of the
institution. Therefore, Béranger calls the new build-
ings “ Cathedrals of Democracy,” expressing thereby
the thought that the old life-guiding power is here re-
placed by a new center of moral sanction and moral
revelation. Is not the name justified? For did not
the attitude of the church in the Dreyfus case prove
very clearly that it has become bankrupt in its lead-
ing mission in the realm of conscience and mercy?
In that grave and exciting struggle between Ariel and
Caliban, where all the deepest questions of right and
wrong agitated the heart, which cried out for a guid-
ing word, the church was not merely silent, but was
even heard on the side of Caliban. And that is the
same church that declares that an ethical movement is
absolutely superfluous and out of place in our time!

In concluding it may be said that the moral re-
naissance growing out of the pains and errors of the
Dreyfus case has stirred the younger generation to
protest against the military raison d'état, with all its
contempt of souls and lives. A group of students be-
longing to the Paris ©“ Union pour I’ Action Morale ”
has sent to all French universities the following proc-
lamation: “ A group of students, inspired by a
common ideal, have combined their efforts to
propagate their principles and to bring their own
tives into fuller harmony with them. They do
not raise a new dogma. The aim of their union
is only to gather the students of all French uni-
versities around purely ethical ideas, to create
a center of higher life, and to make all the forecs
for good, to-day so scattered, a real force in the
service of humanity. Reverence toward the human
personality in all its forms, with all consequences in-
volved therein. is the central principle, the soul of the
union. TIts activity will tend to make this principle
victorious in the struggle against all the obstacles of
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inders, isan attempt to check the demoraliza-

'which Bismarck was responsible by encour-
aging that spirit of remorseless brutality, which, al-
tlmunh it ma, have been of some use in the time of
the Roman Empire, is absolutely inappropriate to the
complex tasks of modern civilization.

g _ word or two about the outward forms of
the continental societies: they have no paid and per-
manent lecturers, and no Sunday services. The tra-
dition of going to church, and of being connected
with some religious body, has not grown here into a
kind of social obligation, as it has in the Anglo-Saxon
countries. Our freethinkers, and man_\' religious
people, too., show no need for these things. I may add
that whereas in America the ethical hOLlLtit‘S are al-
lowed to perform religious ceremonials and to give
moral instruction to children, in Germany the state
does not permit that.  To the average German, only
the church seems competent to guarantee true re-
ligious and moral education: so the German ethical
societies lose a great deal of attractiveness because
they are not permitted to take the place of the church
for those who have given up the symbols of the past.
In a free country like Switzerland, the ethical move-
ment in its whole work is much more akin to the
American societies. For instance, the “ Schweizer-
ische Gesellschaft fiir Ethische Cultur” has regular
Sunday lectures, and classes for the moral instruction
of children; and these are very well attended, the
classes being composed not only of the children of
freethinkers, but ever of those whose parents be-
long to the Roman Catholic Church.

The most encouraging progress of our ideas is go-
ing on in France. Like an individual whose view of
life has been deepened by hard experiences, the whole
French nation, having passed through chastening
events, seems to be taking thought upon higher
ideals of national effort. Step by step French society
had borne in upon it the new fact that it could no
more trample unrebuked and unavenged upon one
single human life; and out of this sense of baffled
attempt has grown a new insight into the moral order
of the world. More startlingly than any other na-
tion, the French have been confronted with the true
power and significance of moral forces, and the result
is a remarkable resurgence of ethical ideas throughout
the country. The “ Union pour I'Action Morale’
now embraces the choicest spirits of the French * in-
tellectuels,” and has done excellent work in a short
time. A branch of the union was formed for pop-
wlar education under the name, “ Société pour 1'Ed-
ucation Ethique-sociale du Peuple;” and a university
extension movement, penetrated and dominated by
ethical ideas, was inaugurated by Monsieur Deherme,
secretary of the “ Union pour I’Action Morale.” Ga-
briel Séailles, member of the union, pleaded for an
ethical coalition of the scattered efforts of the “ intel-
lectuels.” He wrote: “ Tt is not sufficient to build up
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a moral home for ourselves, and to look with pride at
its harmony and beauty. Our conscience can not re-
pose if there are a thousand souls without moral light.
e all are e responsible for the dreadful events which,
blow after blow, have overtaken us. What results
can be expected from mere protesting? We must
go to the very root of the matter if we would prevent
other blunders and crimes. We must 2o to the peo-
ple. There are no pretenses and obll gations which
can release men of mind and right temper from this
imperious duty.”

All these ideas are propagated by a monthly pa-
per entitled La Co-opération des Idées.  So great
has been the success attending its efforts that two
large buildings have risen in the poor quarters of the
city called* Universités Populaires,” signs of the moral
awakening in the capital, and centers of a new ethical
teaching. The difference between this new popular
university and the Anglo-Saxon university extension
center is that in the latter intellectual instruction, the
teaching of science, is the main matter; while in Paris
the ethical influence penetrates the entire work of the
institution. Therefore, Béranger calls the new build-
ings * Cathedrals of Democracy,” expressing thereby
the thought that the old life-guiding power is here re-
placed by a new center of moral sanction and moral
revelation. Is not the name justified? For did not
the attitude of the church in the Dreyvfus case prove
very clearly that it has become bankrupt in its lead-
ing mission in the realm of conscience and merey?
In that grave and exciting struggle between Ariel and
Caliban, where a!l the deepest questions of right and
wrong agitated the heart, which cried out for a guid-
ing word, the church was not merely silent, but was
even heard on the side of Caliban. And that is the
same church that declares that an ethical movement is
absolutely superfluous and out of place in our time!

In concluding it may be said that the moral re-
naissance growing out of the pains and errors of the
Dreyfus case has stirred the younger generation to
protest against the military raison ‘détat, with all its
contempt of souls and lives. A group of students be-
longing to the Paris “ Union pour I’Action Morale ”
has sent to all French universities the following proc-
Jamation: “A group of students, inspired by a
common ideal. have combined their efforts to
propagate their principles and to bring their own
lives into fuller harmony with them. They do
not raise a new dogma. The aim of their union
is only to gather the students of all French uni-
versities around purely ethical ideas, to create
a center of higher life, and to make all the forecs
for good, to-day so scattered, a real force in the
service of humanity. Reverence toward the human
personality in all its forms, with all consequences in-
volved therein, is the central principle, the soul of the
union. Tts activity will tend to make this principle
victorious in the qtruqqle against all the obstacles of
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. violence and selfishness which hinder its recognition.|

. The mere fact of union will become a force 1

In my next letter T will give some further informa-|

tion about this development, and about the German\
societies. :

Fr. W. FOERSTER. |
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The mere fact of union will become a force

In my next letter I will give some further informa-
tion about this development, and about the German
societies. :
Fr. W. FOERSTER.
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The Modern Cemetery and Its
Reform

HERE are few spots more depressing to
visit than a modern cemetery, with its mo-

T

notonous rows of white, ill-assorted head-
stones, +weighting the dead with their bulk of
ugliness. If any place on earth should suggest

dignified peace and lasting repose, it is-a ceme-
tery; but if there is a glaring example of an utter
lack of reposeful aspect, the modern cemetery fur-
nishes one. No wonder we associate with these lo-
calities ghosts and other uncanny apparitions. No
wonder we give to such spots a wide berth when the
moon lights the spectral shaits that rise from them
like frozen exhalations of the night.

There surely must be other and more beautiful ways
than this of marking the resting-places and honoring
the memories of our dead. Why should cemeteries be
disfigured by these motley mazes of monuments and
unsightly headstones? After all, what real purpose is
served by them? The ostensible purpose, of course,
is to mark the burial-place of the dead, and to per-
petuate by a lettered stone their names and deeds.
But one has only to wander through some overgrown
and half-forgotten graveyard of the past to realize that
the sentences man carves in stone are soon dimmed
beyond deciphering by time and nature. These
old and time-honored churchyards teach us a lesson:
they are so inviting and interesting to the visitor who
rambles among their crumbling stones for the very
reason that nature has softened man’s crude handi-
worls, deftly covering it with moss and vines, and gen-
erally bringing it into harmony with the natural forms
about it. The most beautiful thing about these old
places is the evidence that nature holds sway, and that
she will surely prevail in the end. Why not recognize
the fact and unreservedly utilize her resources in the
beginning? ;

But there is another reason besides the esthetic
one for banishing gravestones from the cemetery. Ts
not death the great leveler? And ought not this fact
to be suggested to us in the last home of man? The
king and his subject, the famed poet and the unknown
toiler, the millionaire and the beggar—all lie side by
side in death. Only by their deeds will their mem-
ory at last survive to distinguish them one from the
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other. The cemetery should be a symbol to er
size this fact. We should hear from within its
fines a voice saying to all men: " Make your re
in the midst of life and of men, for here shall |
mark to set you one above another.”  Equality :
of our modern watchwords, and our great na
charter declares that all men are born equal. Tl
firmation is often questioned; but.that all die ¢
who will deny?

What, indeed, could be a greater object-less
the plodding toiler, standing in a cemetery, tha
suggested by the absence of ostentatious and ag
sive tombstones? Would he not realize that, in
money is not the sum of existence, that in the Iz
sort it can not buy a worthy monument for its pc
or? In such a spot, too, would not the man of
er and wealth also come to a fuller realization of
constitutes real worth? Here of all places it s
seem clearly evident that in the end nothing a
man but the good he has done, and that he can nc
a place in the future estimation of men by mean
costly shaft or a sounding epitaph.—But as it i
the extravagant and often vulgar monument
fain build a barrier of pride between even the dea

Far better would it be if the last resting place
dead were a spot of reposeful beauty, undisturh
anything in the way of a tombstone, as we kn
to mar its aspect, or to conflict with the fact of eq
among the silent sleepers beneath its sod. It v
of course, he necessary to mark the graves in
durable but unobtrusive manner. This might |
complished by sinking deeply into the ground
shafts of uniform size, made of granite or othe
terial, the tops being inscribed with the names
dead. But even these shafts should not appear
ground in a way to mar the appearance c
site. Flowers or shrubs could be made to vei
what might appear of such markers. Burial
arranged along irregular, winding roadways
then be made veritable bowers of plants an
liant flowers, thus robbing the old-time “ grave

_of all its gruesomeness, and giving to it a new ¢

cance and charm.

For the maintenance of such a burial place,
could be formed for the perpetual care and beaw
of the different plots, and of the grounds in g
Owners of plots, instead of erecting expensive
ments to the dead, would pay a sum sufficient
sure the care of their plots, and, in addition, con
a certain amount to a common fund to be expen
the grounds as a whole. A fraction of the su
spent on monuments would keep such a ceme:
beautiful condition.

Within the cemetery’s limits there should be ¢
memorial-house or chapel, where, in addition
written records, there might be bronze plates, wi

- grams of the cemetery and plotsin relief. On

tablets (appropriately designed and set into the
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